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Jammu & Kashmir’s Full Integration Has Opened |

New Doors for Development: Prof. Amit Singh
Jammu & Kashmir is the Crown of India’s Identity and Pride: Prof. Satyakam

JE CORRESPONDENT

Prayagraj, June 16: As
part of the lecture series or-
ganized to mark the comple-
tion of 12 years of the Cen-
tral Government, an online
lecture on “The Geopolitics
of Jammu & Kashmir and
Article 370" was held on
Tuesday at Uttar Pradesh
Rajarshi Tandon Open Uni-
versity, Prayagraj.

On this occasion, the
keynote speaker, Prof. Amit
Singh, Centre for National
Security Studies, Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU),
New Delhi, presented a de-
tailed analysis of the geo-
graphical, economic, social,
cultural, and political dis-
tinctiveness of Jammu &
Kashmir. He stated that
Jammu & Kashmir is not
merely a border region but
an extremely significant en-
tity from India's strategic,

cultural, and political per-
spectives, whose position
has directly influenced the
geopolitics of South Asia.

The keynote speaker
observed that following the
full integration of Jammu &
Kashmir, new opportunities
have emerged in the fields
of development, invest-
ment, infrastructure, em-
powerment of Panchayati
Raj institutions, employ-
ment generation, education,
women’s rights, and social
justice. He urged the youth
to prioritize national inter-
est, constitutional values,
and the spirit of national
unity while actively contrib-
uting to India’s overall de-
velopment.

Prof. Amit Singh re-
ferred to the historical de-
velopments in Jammu &
Kashmir and stated that the

so-called tribal invasion of
1947 was, in reality, a Paki-
stan-backed military opera-

tion carried out under the
guise of tribal forces, which
was courageously coun-
tered by the Indian Army.
He explained that, under the
circumstances prevailing at
the time, Maharaja Hari
Singh signed the Instru-
ment of Accession with In-
dia. During the constitu-
tion-making process, Ar-
ticles 370 and 35A were in-
corporated in view of the
special circumstances of
Jammu & Kashmir.

He noted that over time
these provisions remained
an important subject of na-
tional debate, attracting di-
verse opinions both in sup-
port and opposition. Ac-
cording to him, in 2019, un-
der the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra
Damodardas Modi, the
Central Government imple-

mented the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation
Act, 2019, rendering most I
provisions of Article 370 |
inoperative and bringing |
the region within the con-
stitutional framework appli- |
cable to other states and
Union Territories. I

Prof. Amit Singh stated |
that the earlier arrangement |
had given rise to several
constitutional and social |
complexities. Referring to
issues related to women'’s I
rights, reservations for |
Scheduled Castes and |
Scheduled Tribes, the
rights of the Valmiki com- |
munity, local self-gover-
nance, and implementation I
of development schemes,
he said that the new frame- |
work has expanded oppor- |
tunities for social justice |
and equal access.
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| Complet ntegration o J &K has opene doors todevelopment: Prof Amit Singh

| Jammu and Kashmir crown of Indian identity and pride: Prof Satyakam

 OPEN UNIV ORGANIZES LECTURE SERIES ON 12 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

b | SANVAM BHARAT CORRESPONDENT

: | Prayagraj: On the third day
b | of the lecture series organised
.. | 1o mark the completion of 12
¢ | Yearsof the Central Govemment
1| at Uttar Pradesh Rajarshi
d, Tandon Open University,
s ! Prayagraj, an online lecture was
.. | organised on the topic of geo-
| politics of Jammu and Kashmir
e and Article 370 on Tuesday.
b | On this occasion, the key-
s 1 Note speaker, Professor Amit
d | Singh, Centre for National Secu-
4 | ity Studis, Jawaharal Nehru
. | University, New Delhi, pre-
it | sented a deailed analysis of the
| geographical, economic, social,
cultural, and political character-
o | itcsof ammuand s He
,fl stated that Jammu and Kashni
1o | 5 not merely a border state, but
o | 4 strategically, culturally, and
h 1 politically significant entity
within India, whose position di-
| rectly influences the geopolitics
o | of South Asia,
| The keynote speaker stated
5| that the full integration of Jammu
¢ | and Kashmir has opened new
9 a | possibilities in the arcas of de-
g Velopment, investment, infra-
| structure, panchayat empower-
ment, employment generation,

education, women's rights, and
social justice, He called upon the
youth toensure their active par-
ticipation in India’s overall de-
velopment, while prioritizing na-
tional interest, constitutional
values, and the spirit of national
unity,

Referring to the historical
events in Jammu and Kashmir,
Professor Amit Singh said that
the so-called tribal incursion of
1947 was actually a Pakistan-
backed military action disguised
as tribal garb, which the Indian
Army courageously countered.
He explained that under the pre-
vailing circumstances, Maharaja
Hari Singh signed the Instrument
of Accession with India, and
during the Constitution-making
process, provisions for Article
370 and Article 35A were en-
acted, taking into account the
special circumstances of Jammu
and Kashmir,

He said that over time, these
provisions remained a signifi-
canttopic of national debate, and
various opinions emerged for
and against them. According to
him, in 2019, asa resultof adeci-
sion taken by the central gov-

ernment under the leadershipof [
Prime  Minister Narendra ‘

Damodardas Modi, the Jammu
and Kashmir Reorganization
Act, 2019 was implemented., nul-
lifying most of the provisions of
Article 370 and bringing the state
within the ambit of the constitu-
tional system like other states
and union temitories,

Professor Amit Singh stated
that the previous system had
created numerous constitutional

and social compleities. e high

lighted various aspects related
fo women's rights, reservations
for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, the rights of
the Valmiki community, local
self-governance, and the imple-
mentation of development plans.
He stated that the new system
has increased the potential for
expanding social justice and
equal opportunities, Referring to
the strategic location of Jammu
and Kashmir, he said that the
region has been at the center of
complex geopolitical situations
involving India, Pakistan, and
China. Issues such as China-
Pakistan relations, Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir, and Aksai Chin

have further enhanced the
region's strategic importance.
India's growing global reputa-
tion and diplomatic strength in
the changing interational land-
scape also played a significant
role i creating favorable condi-
tions for this decision, During
the lecture, participants also pre-
sented various queries related to
the topic, to which the keynote
speaker provided factual and
balanced answers.

Presiding over the event,
Professor Satyakam, Vice Chan-
cellor of Uttar Pradesh Rajarshi
Tandon Open University,
Prayagraj, in his address, high-
lighted therich Kashminyat cul-

fure of Jammu and Kashmir, high-
lighting the spirit of national
unity, integrity, and cultural in-
tegration, He said that
Kashmiriyatis not merely a geo-
gruphical identity, but a symbol
of the cultural consciousness
developed over centuries, in
which Hindu, Muslim, Dogra,
Ladakhi, and Kashmiri commu-
nities have lived together in har-
mony, coexistence, and brother-
hood, This tradition of unity in
diversity is India's greatest
strength.

Vice Chancellor Professor
Satyakam said that Jammu and
Kashmir is not just a piece of
Indian territory, but a crown of
Indian identity and pride. India's
culture does not believe in divi-
sion, but i the values of peace,
dialogue, coexistence, and hu-
manity. He said that the funda-
mental spirit of Indian democ-
racy and the Constitution is to
provide equal opportunities,
justice, and development to all
citizens,

He stated that frecing Jammu
and Kashmir from challenges
like separatism, extremism, and
lerrorism and integrating it into

the mainstream of development
wais not merely an administrative
necessity but a national respon-
sibility. Referring to the historic
steps taken in this direction, he
said that under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
new possibilities for develop-
ment, good governance, and
national integration have been
paved in Jammu and Kashmir.
Today, Jammu and Kashmir i
progressing 1o new heights in
the areas of education, infra-
structure, tourism, investment,
and public welfare. The Vice
Chancellor called upon the pub-
lic to ensure their active partici-
pation in building a strong, har-
monious, and developed India,
keeping national interest para-
mount, and to resolve to spread
the values of national unity and
integnity to every citizen.
Initially, the program's nodal
officer, Professor Sanjay Singh,
offered a verbal welcome and
introduced the topic. He high-
lighted the contemporary rel-
evance of the lecture's topic.
University faculty, officers, staff,
researchers, and students par-
ticipated in the program online.
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Jammu & Kashmir’s Full Integration Has Opened | »

New Doors for Development: Prof. Amit Singh |
Jammu & Kashmir is the Crown of India’s Identity and Pride: Prof.
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Prayagraj, June 16: As
part of the lecture series or-
ganized to mark the comple-
tion of 12 years of the Cen-
tral Government, an online
lecture on “The Geopolitics
of Jammu & Kashmir and
Article 370 was held on
Tuesday at Uttar Pradesh
Rajarshi Tandon Open Uni-
versity, Prayagraj.

On this occasion, the
keynote speaker, Prof. Amit
Singh, Centre for National
Security Studies, Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU),
New Delhi, presented a de-
tailed analysis of the geo-
graphical, economic, social,
cultural, and political dis-
tinctiveness of Jammu &
Kashmir. He stated that
Jammu & Kashmir is not
merely a border region but
an extremely significant en-
tity from India's strategic,

cultural, and political per-
spectives, whose position
has directly influenced the
geopolitics of South Asia.

The keynote speaker
observed that following the
full integration of Jammu &
Kashmir, new opportunities
have emerged in the fields
of development, invest-
ment, infrastructure, em-
powerment of Panchayati
Raj institutions, employ-
ment generation, education,
women'’s rights, and social
justice. He urged the youth
to prioritize national inter-
est, constitutional values,
and the spirit of national
unity while actively contrib-
uting to India’s overall de-
velopment.

Prof. Amit Singh re-
ferred to the historical de-
velopments in Jammu &
Kashmir and stated that the

so-called tribal invasion of
1947 was, in reality, a Paki-
stan-backed military opera-

tion carried out under the
guise of tribal forces, which
was courageously coun-
tered by the Indian Army.
He explained that, under the
circumstances prevailing at
the time, Maharaja Hari
Singh signed the Instru-
ment of Accession with In-
dia. During the constitu-
tion-making process, Ar-
ticles 370 and 35A were in-
corporated in view of the
special circumstances of
Jammu & Kashmir.

He noted that over time
these provisions remained
an important subject of na-
tional debate, attracting di-
verse opinions both in sup-
port and opposition. Ac-
cording to him, in 2019, un-
der the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra
Damodardas Modi, the
Central Government imple-

-
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mented the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation
Act, 2019, rendering most | de
provisions of Article 370 | ©f
inoperative and bringing |
the region within the con- |
stitutional framework appli-
cable to other states and
Union Territories. |
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that the earlier arrangement | $
had given rise to several | 10
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